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ments d'un style pur et vraiment religieux.” No vote was taken on 
the subject, and the best of the argument seems to us to have remained 
with Professor Cartuyvels, owing not so much to his own strength as 
to the weakness of his opponents. In a subsequent debate as to the ex- 
pediency of founding a chair of Christian Archeology in the University 
of Louvain, M. Bethune remarked, “ C’est par les sociétés archéolo- 
giques qui ont été créées 4 Cambridge et 4 Oxford, que l’art a été rége- 
néré en Angleterre.’’ Afterwards the following resolutions were, after 
some discussion, adopted. 


* ]° Tl y a heu de recommander aux personnes que la chose concerne, de 

n’aliéner ou de ne détruire aucun objet ancien appartenant aux églises et aux 
établissements religieux en général, avant d’avoir constaté que Valiénation, la 
destruction ou méme le déplacement de cet objet ne présente aucun incon- 
vénient. 

“ Cette recommandation a spécialement pour but d’appeler attention sur 
la conservation des pierres tombales, des broderies, des ciselures, des statues 
et autres détails de sculpture et de construction, dont tout le monde ne peut 
pas généralement apprécier la valeur.” 

«2° Sans se prononcer, du moins quant a présent, sur le style le plus con- 
venable pour les édifiecs religieux, question des plus iinportantes qui pourra 
étre traitée specialement dans une prochaine session, la section exprime le 
voeu qu’il plaise 4 NN. SS. les évéques d'instituer des comités diocésains 
chargés d’émettre leur avis sur les travaux de construction, de restanration 
ou d‘ornementation projetés, préalablement a Papprobation ecclésiastique.” 

“Tl y a heu de veiller, avee plus de soin qn’on ve le fait en général, a 
lentretien et 4 la décoration des cimetiéres existant encore presque partout, 
suivant l’ancien usage Catholique, autour des églises. 

* Ces efforts anront pour résultat d’mspirer aux fidéles et spécialement a 
lz, jeunesse une grande dévotion pour les ames du purgatoire, et, en méime 
temps, un légitime respect pour ces ancétres et ces amis dont les vertns ont 
édifié leurs contemporains et servi l’Eglise, et dont les Ames sont déja recues 
dans le sein de Dieu.” 

* Considérant que les décors, ornements et tableaux placés dans les églises 
ne peuvent avoir d’autre but que de concourir a la splendeur du eulte ct a 
l’édifieation des fideéles ; 

‘Que cest un abus de les dérober a la vue du public ; qu'il n’est ni juste, 
ni convenable que les objets d'art, destinés 4 nourrir la piété des fidéles, ne 
servent plus qu’a satisfaire la curiosité des touristes et deviennent un objet 
d’exploitation : 

‘““ L’Assemblée émet le voeeu que les monuments et les chefs-d’ceuvre des 
grands maitres placés dans les églises, ne soient plus désormais soustraits a la 
vue des fidéles, et soient exposés de maniére a répondre a leur destination 
primitive.” 


S. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH, GREAT YARMOUTH, NORFOLK. 


THis church is, in many respects, a very singular and extraordinary 
structure, possessing unusual interest from the curious successive 
architectural transformations it has undergone. It is one of the 
largest, if it be not ¢he largest, of the parochial churches in England— 
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being 230 ft. in length by 108 ft.in breadth, exclusive of the transepts ; 
and the few which can be ranked as its peers in point of size, such 
as those of 8S. Botolph, Boston, S. Michael, Coventry, Holy Trinity, 
Huil, and S. Mary, Nottingham, being of comparatively much later 
date, must yield to it the pre-eminence, if excellence and variety of 
detail be taken into account. 

This church, which was dedicated to S. Nicholas, dates from the 
year of our Lorp 1101, and was finished in the year 1119. An earlier 
church had existed previously at Yarmouth, and was standing in the 
time of Edward the Confessor; but that was dedicated to S. Bennet. 
The foundation of the present one (originally that of the Benedictine 
monastery founded by Bishop Herbert), as was that of the cathedral 
of Norwich and of S. Margaret's at Lynn, is said to have been an ob- 
ligation laid upon that Bishop of Norwich, who was surnamed Robert 
Losinga (the glosing tongue), as a penance for simony, by the Pope. 
Losinga, who had previously been Prior of the monastery of Fécamp, 
in Normandy, and Abbot of Ramsey, was made Abbot of Thetford by 
King Rufus, through “‘ flattery and fat payment,” as it was said by some. 
He afterwards obtained the Pope’s sanction to transfer the see of 
Thetford to Norwich. He was the William of Wykeham of his age, 
and the county of Norfolk is indebted to him for many of its noblest 
ecclesiastical buildings, among which the church of S. Nicholas at 
Yarmouth was the latest he undertook. 

All that now remains of the church of Losinga is a portion of the 
central tower;! and this, being surmounted by a belfry-stage of the 
Karly English style, and underpinned by casings around the piers in 
the Decorated period, is scarcely visible from the usual points of view 
either within or without the church; (on the plan this Norman work 
is represented only by the central core of the piers of the crux, which 
is tinted dark ;) nevertheless this original Norman tower has ruled and 
modified the entire form of the church throughout all the changes it 
has undergone. 

The church to which it belonged originally was, with this sole ex- 
ception, taken down, and another constructed upon a larger scale 
about the year of our Lorp 1190. This had a nave of eight bays 
(considerably longer than the Norman one), with lean-to aisles of 
moderate width, transepts necessarily of the width of the tower which 
was retained, and chancel with aisles as to the nave. These formed a 
complete cross church of very simple Harly English work—almost 
Transitional—of very considerable length, but moderate in width. 
It seems to have had no clerestory. The stringcourses which received 
the plates of the lean-to roofs of the aisles, and the corbelled eaves- 
courses of the nave above, still remain to attest to this previous ar- 
rangement, and it is said that the foundations of these aisles still exist, 

This church could hardly have been completed, when it was re- 
solved still further to enlarge its area, in order to accommodate the 
numerous side mortuary chapels or chantries which had come into 
fashion, and were supported by the guilds and families of the town. 


1 Tt is said that foundations of apsidal eastern ends to the chancel aisles exist 
beneath the pavement of the present chancel aisles: an opportunity of searching for 
and reeording such, if they exist, will be afforded by the present works of restoration. 
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The same process scems to have taken place very generally in this 
part of the country, if one may so judge by the number of churches,! 
the proportions and character of which have been spoiled by the addi- 
tion of later aisles, of far greater width than those which were ori- 
ginally designed for them. I say spoiled, for few of these additions 
were made at the same early date, or with the same care for their 
effect, as in this case; and even here the result cannot be considered 
as at all thoroughly satisfactory. 

This enlargement is said by William of Worcester to have been 
dedicated in 1251; and as the church was reconsecrated by Middleton, 
Bishop of Norwich, in 1286, I imagine that it was after the conclusion 
of these aisles. The aisles to the nave were reconstructed with a clear 
width of 40 ft. each—that of the nave being 24 ft. only: the style was 
the more fully developed Early English. The details of the southern 
aisle show that its erection preceded that of the northern one by some 
years. The jamb adjoining the tower, and the half of the narrower 
arch which communicated between the south aisle and the transept, 
were preserved, and a wide semicircular arch was turned, in order to 
accommodate these; and it is probable that the arches of two bays 
next the tower were thrown into one on either side of the chancel, 
and that narrow arches gave place to wider ones at subsequent dates in 
the three other cases of communication between the aisles and the 
transepts. 

The next step in this successive enlargement of the church was the 
extension eastwards of the chancel, and the erection of aisles on either 
side of it equal in width to those of the nave. The details which 
remain belong to the period of the Geometrical Decorated style of the 
early part of the fourteenth century. <A stately vaulted southern 
porch was also erected to the south aisle of the nave. 

The transepts still retained at that time the lesser height as well as 
the narrow width of the first Early English church, as is evidenced by 
the large windows, the remains of which exist in the gables of the 
several aisles which then overlooked the transept roofs. At a later 
period, however, the transepts were raised to the same height as that 
of the aisles; the details of these parts which remain belong to the 
Flowing Decorated style, later in the fourteenth century. ‘The win- 
dows in the gables above named, and the lower windows of the tower, 
being covered by the transept roofs, were then blocked up. 

The church then assumed the character of a complete and stately 
cross church, the aisles and transepts of which were all of equal 
height, and at every angle of the building rose a lofty pinnacle, with a 
stone staircase therein leading to the gutters and parapets. The 
tower also then bore a spire covered with lead, rising to the height of 
186 feet, and also four pinnacles, at the angles, as may be seen by old 
prints of the view of the town. The proportions of the tower and of 
the nave were, it is true, somewhat obscured by the greater height of 
these later parts. Still both externally and internally the church 
must have formed a very dignified and striking building. The church 
was rich also in furniture and accessories; a rood-loft of elaborate 


1 The church in the adjoining parish of Gorleston, S. Margaret’s, Lynn, and the 
church at West Walton, are examples. 
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workmanship was erected by Roger de Haddiscoe, Prior of 8. Olave’s, 
who also constructed at the east end of the church a chapel dedicated 
to ‘our Lady of Arneburg.” In the north aisle of the chancel there 
was we are told a “fair pair of organs.” In and about this church 
nineteen separate chapels are enumerated, each with its altar, and 
lights burning before the statue of its patron saint. Sacred dramas 
and miracle plays were represented in the spacious aisles of the 
chancel, of the stage properties of which some curious records exist ; 
the walls were decorated with rich hangings of arras and with paint- 
ings, of which some fragments remain, particularly an interesting 
portion of one in the north chancel aisle, from the subject of the 
murder of S. Thomas a Becket; the sedilia were richly carved and 
painted; faint traces of figures of angels of very exquisite character 
are still visible upon those in the south chancel aisle; from the roof a 
ship was suspended as a type of the church. All the roofs were 
waggon-shaped, and had panelled boarded ceilings witl moulded ribs 
and carved bosses, on which armorial bearings and other designs 
were painted; in fact, the whole of its immense interior was most 
profusely and sumptuously enriched. Yet even the unusually large 
area within the church was insufficient to afford the desired accommo- 
dation for chapels, for which there appears to have been a considerable 
rivalry, and in the year A.D. 13830 it was determined by the young 
men of the town to erect an entirely new building 107 feet long and 
47 feet wide, at the west end of the church, to be called the Bachelors’ 
aisle. The foundation of this was laid, but the structure proceeded 
slowly, and was ultimately abandoned in consequence of the ravages 
of the plague in 13848. Iam indebted for the plan of this! “new 
work,” as it was called by the townspeople, to whom it served as a 
quarry for many years, to Mr. Alfred W. Morant, F.S.A., Architect, 
of Great Yarmouth, who with the consent of the churchwardens some 
time since, excavated and examined the foundations of it, and placed 
stone posts at its several angles to mark its position. 

There is unfortunately no evidence to show what was the intended 
design of this very extraordinary work, which was never attached to 
the main building. The irregularity and want of symmetry in the 
plan are very peculiar; its scale is great, the width of the entrance 
doorway being about 40 feet; octagonal towers were apparently pro- 
posed to flank the several angles, as turrets did all those of the 
church. It is I think not a matter to be regretted that this scheme 
proved a failure, as it must have marred the simplicity and unity of 
the general design of the building. 

From this period the works undertaken have mostly tended to the 
detriment and disfigurement of the church. One other extensive series 
of alterations is however referable to a later date in the historic age of 
Gothic architecture. It is said that considerable works were executed 
about the year 1400. Very possibly these were to the roofs, and pro- 
bably the waggon-shaped form of them and their ceilings are due to 
this date. Indeed, this is proved to be the case as regards the ceiling 


1 T have to thank Mr. Morant also for much valuable information with regard to 
the history of the church, and for able assistance in the carrying out of the work of 
restoration now in progress. 
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of the south aisle, as the bosses at the intersections of the moulded 
ribs are emblazoned with coats of arms, which have been carefully 
restored under the direction of T. W. King, Esq., York Herald, and 
he fixes the date between 1899 and 1405, and has written a most in- 
teresting paper on the subject which is printed in the second volume 
of the Norfolk Archeology. but the alterations to which I refer are 
in late Perpendicular, and were very disastrous to the character of the 
ehurch; the whole of the windows in the side walls of the aisles to 
the nave, and the great windows of the transept ends had then their ex- 
terior frames removed, and replaced by others with meagre Perpen- 
dicular tracery. An arch was pierced eastward of the Early English one 
adjoining the tower in the wall between the chancel and its aisles, on 
either side, the junction being effected in a very clumsy manner, and the 
Decorated arcaded panelling and sedilia of the chancel being ruthlessly 
eut away and tampered with. ‘The fragment of the reredos which re- 
mains appears to belong to this date, and presents no proper finish at 
the sides where it was above the sills of the windows. An elaborate 
series of aumbries in this style exist outside the eastern end of the 
south chancel aisle, and foundations of a sacristy building at that part 
are still perfect beneath thie soil. Some building also existed at one 
time in the corresponding position on the other side of the chancel, but 
not enough remains of it to give more than a clue to its purpose. 
There isa doorway and a squint in the north chancel wall, and a door- 
way in the eastern wall of the south aisle, all of which eommunicated 
with it. A parvise was also erected over the south porch; this was 
removed in the restoration of the porch, as the slope of the original 
gable was clearly visible. 

These works of the Perpendicular period were the last which can 
be referred to the age of proper ecclesiastical architecture, and though 
deeply to be regretted as marring the nobler work of the earlier 
periods, they are interesting as a page in that stone chronicle of the 
several successive styles which the church presents. Unfortunately 
they were neither the last nor the worst of those which that ill-fated 
building was doomed to undergo. 

After the Reformation, 8. Nicholas’ was spoiled of its contents, 
mainly by the corporation of the town itself, and the building fell into 
a deplorable state of neglect. In 1649 the chancel and its aisles were 
severed from the western portion of the church by the bricking up of 
its arches of communication; the Independents claimed a portion for 
their use, and the chancel was given over to them, and they broke 
through the canopied high-tomb of Thomas Crowmer, to make an 
entrance through the north wall. At the Restoration they were 
ejected, and the liability to maintain the chancel became a matter of 
dispute between the parish and the Dean and Chapter of Norwich, 
and in 1784 the east end fell to the ground, and the burden of re- 
building it being thrown upon the incumbent for the time being, he 
shortened the chancel by ten feet, and built the wretched wall with its 
miserable east window upon the old reredos in the manner which is 
represented in the accompanying view of the church in the condition 
it was in before the present restoration was commenced. 

The south chancel aisle has also suffered to a degree only slightly 
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less calamitous than the chancel itself. Its angular turret has fallen, 
and with it a large portion of the walling. A window with poor 
modern Perpendicular tracery has replaced the original one. Its 
south windows at some period had wooden debased Tudor frames in- 
serted, and these have been more recently copied in stone. The 
height of its walls seems to have been reduced, and the roof conse- 
quently lowered. In 1803, the spire, which had become crooked from 
the effects of a fire caused by lightning in 1683, was taken down, and 
a new one, of mean and stunted proportions, made of fir covered with 
thin plates of copper, tinned, was put by Mr. Wilkins in 1807, and at 
the same time the four pinnacles were removed. A system of wholesale 
mutilation was also deliberately undertaken in the beginning of the pre- 
sent century, the barbarity of which is paralleled only by the treatment 
which the west front of Lichfield cathedral has been subjected to. 
The whole of the mouldings and surfaces of the exterior were hacked, 
so as to enable them to hold a coating of cement, with which the fabric 
was literally covered. Huge, useless buttresses were builtin brickwork, 
in 1811,! against the pinnacles of the west front, and the tower was 
swaddled up with bands of cast iron! and thus, at a cost which ex- 
ceeds belief, the entire character and beauty of the exterior was com- 
pletely destroyed. £14,000, derived from a duty on coal, rates, and 
other sources, had been expended in this manner up to the year 1819 
by the trustees, who then obtained power to borrow a further sum of 
£12,000, and to levy additional duties, in order to enable them to 
carry on this work of abomination; and, at one time, the notorious 
James Wyatt even submitted a plan for building a new church else- 
where, and suffering the old one to go to ruin. 

In 1845, however, a happier era was inaugurated. The Rev. H. 
Mackenzie, then the Incumbent, appealed for aid towards the restora- 
tion of the fabric, and raised and expended £5,000 upon it, under the 
direction of the architect, Mr. J. H. Hakewill. The pews and gal- 
leries with which the church was disfigured were then swept away, 
and proper oak benches substituted, and the interior of the western 
portion of the church repaired and brought into a state suitable for 
public worship. 

In the latter part of the year 1862 instructions were sent to me by 
the committee which had been formed for the purpose of undertaking a 
complete restoration of the church,—of which the Rev. H. R. Neville, 
Hon. Canon of Norwich and Incumbent of Great Yarmouth, is the 
chairman, and Mr. Charles J. Palmer, F.S.A., honorary secretary,—to 
examine and report as to the works requisite to be done in order to 
effect a complete restoration of the building “in a thoroughly con- 
servative spirit.” I accordingly surveyed the building, and made 2 
careful estimate of the works necessary for such a purpose, amounting 
to about £23,000. Towards this sum the Dean and Chapter of Nor- 
wich gave a liberal vote of £1,000; and with this as a commencement, 
subscriptions have been obtained which have since enabled the com- 
mittee to give orders for the restoration of the central tower, of the 


1 Wilkins added the ties in 1806; and in 1834 two of them broke, and created 
much alarm, and repairs were then executed. The gable end of the south transept 
was rebuilt in 1822, and its window renewed. 
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arcades which form the abutments thereto, and of the parapets and 
pinnacles to the same; and also for the entire restoration of the 
chancel proper, in all amounting to an expenditure of about £6,000. 
But at present they are unable to undertake any portion of the work re- 
quired to the western portion of the church, for which there is a pressing 
necessity, as the south wall is in imminent danger through the decay of 
the roofs. It was, however, important to commence with the central 
portion, and to work thence steadily upon a definite system; and 
it is confidently believed that the undertaking will not be suffered 
now to rest until the whole structure has been rendered thoroughly 
and substantially sound, and restored to the full beauty and integrity 
of its unique design. ‘The whole of its immense area will be thrown 
open during the present year; but until some experiments have been 
made as to its acoustic qualities, the interior arrangements will not be 
definitely decided upon, and therefore have been omitted from the ac- 
companying plan. 

The two views of the exterior which are here given represent the 
building from the north-eastern point of view, as it appeared before 
the present restoration was undertaken, and also as it will appear 
when the design which has been approved by the committee has been 
carried out, 

Joun P. SEDDON. 

Jan. 26, 1864. 


ELY CATHEDRAL. 


Tue Dean of Ely has lately issued the following fresh ‘‘ Appeal for 
further Contributions.” 


“The sum already subscribed is not sufficient to pay for the works actually 
in progress, namely, those connected with the lantern. No contract has yet 
been taken for the restoration of the stone-work of the octagon, which how- 
ever is absolutely necessary in order to complete the work. The portion of 
the restoration already accomplished appears to be highly successful, and the 
committee are most desirous of completing the task which they have under- 
taken, and so exhibiting in all its original beauty one of the most striking mo- 
numents of the skill and taste of the fourteenth century. 

“‘ Under these cireumstances they venture to appeal to the friends of the 
late Dean Peacock, and to the admirers of the Cathedral which owes so much 
to his taste and energy, for further contributions. 

‘The stone-work will cost about £2,500. 

* H. Goopwin, Dean. 

“ The Deanery, Ely, December, 1863.” 
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